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The Ordination of Meg McGuire 

Prelude         What Wondrous Love		  Early American Melody,  arr. D Wood/ G Young
		  Ciacona in d minor		  Johann Pachelbel
	 Reiko Oda Lane, organ

Unison Chalice Lighting	 Rev. Margot Campbell-Gross

We light this chalice for the light of truth,
the warmth of love,

and the fire of commitment.
We light this symbol of our faith 

as we gather together. 

Welcome	 Debra Boyd, John McCrystal, Judy Payne, Luanne Schulte

Message for All Ages	 "The Penny Story" by Rev. Kay Jorgensen	 Carmen Barsody

*Processional Hymn 131		          Love Will Guide Us		  OLYMPIA

Call to Worship	 Rev. Dr. Megan Visser

Music		 How Can I Keep from Singing?					     Arr. by Ron Staheli
Choir, Mark Sumner, director; Nancy Munn, soprano

Reading	 "Trough" by Judy Sorum Brown	 Tovis Page
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Reading   "For Nothing is Fixed" by James Baldwin (excerpted from Nothing Personal)    Amanda Hayes

Organ Interlude	

Spoken and Silent Meditation	 Rev. Pat de Jong

Homily	 “Terms of Service”	 Rev. Dr. Marco Belletini

Organ Interlude	

Music		 Keep Your Heart Wide Open					     Lea Morris
First UU Chalice Choir

DONATE

Invitation to the Offering	 Rev. Dr. John Buehrens

To make a donation on Vanco (bit.ly/uusfpayments) or using the Donate Button (below) & on our website, 
please select Special Sunday Offering" to make your gift. If you are sending a check, please write “special 
ordination offering 04-16-23" in the memo line!

Offertory Music	 Blessed Motion				    Annie Zylstra
Choir, Mark Sumner, director; Morgen Warner, soprano

The Offering for the service will be split between the Living Tradition Fund and Black Lives of Unitarian 
Universalism. 

Black Lives of Unitarian Universalism (BLUU): BLUU is committed to expanding the power and capacity of 
Black UUs within Unitarian Universalism; providing support, information, and resources for Black Unitarian 
Universalists; and justice-making and liberation for Black people through our faith. 

Learn more about BLUU at https://blacklivesuu.org/

The Living Tradition Fund: The Living Tradition Fund provides critical support for UU ministry: need-based 
scholarships for ministerial students, new minister assistance to reduce educational debt, and grants to ministers for 
emergency assistance. It is supported in large part by offerings at UU ordination services. 

Learn more about the Living Tradition Fund at https://bit.ly/uulivingtradition

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbaV-NYqxJjT9cXNnegxqG1OXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dx082i4c0vTQW-oT3vE29V5g=&ver=3
http://bit.ly/uusfpayments
https://blacklivesuu.org/
https://bit.ly/uulivingtradition


Laying on of Hands and Prayer of Ordination	 Rev. Vanessa Rush Southern

Presentation of Stoles	 Jan Phillips and Rochelle Fortier Nwadibia

Organ Interlude	

Charge to the Minister	 Rev. Lindi Ramsden

Charge to the Congregations	 Rev. Dr. Sofia Betancourt

Music		 We Must Dream Aloud		  UUSF Minister Emeritus, Dr. Alexander Post
Choir, Mark Sumner, director

Hand of Fellowship	 Rev. Suzan McCrystal

Unison Chalice Extinguishing	 Rev. Kelli McNeal

We extinguish this flame, but not the light of vision. 
As we go forth, let us heal and transform ourselves and our world through reason and love.  

Members	

By the authority of our living tradition, we joyfully ordain you into the Unitarian Universalist 
ministry. Wherever you may be called to serve, we charge you to speak the truth with humility 
and courage; to serve with integrity and accountability; to support others in healing and growth; 
and to do your part to transform the world in service of love and liberation. However your 
ministry unfolds, we pledge our support. May you continue to learn, grow and live into this call 
for the rest of your days.

Family, Friends, Colleagues	

Meg, we have journeyed with you on your path to this moment, and we will continue to be 
sources of love and support for you. With joy and pride, we witness and affirm your ordination 
today, and offer our blessings upon your ministry. May your ministry bring forth fuller life for 
you and all you serve. 

Act of Ordination	 Rochelle Fortier Nwadibia & Jan Phillips
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*Hymn 1028		                     Fire of Commitment		  Jason Shelton

*Benediction	 Rev. Meg McGuire



Postlude	 Toccata in d minor,  Op. 59  	 Max Reger
Reiko Oda Lane, organ

*Please rise in body or spirit.

Attendees in San Francisco are invited to join for a reception immediately following the service. 
Attendees in Columbus are invited to join for celebratory cake and punch following worship on May 7th. 
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bring together the details of this day and for making this process smooth- and even fun! 
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●	 The colleagues who made this service what it was: Rev. Eric Meter, Rev. Dr. Megan 
Visser, Rev. Margot Campbell-Gross, Carmen Barsody, Tovis Page, Amanda 
Hayes, Rev. Marco Belletini,  Rev. Pat de Jong, Rev. John Buehrens, Rev. Vanessa 
Southern, Rev. Lindi Ramsden,  Rev. Dr. Sofia Betancourt, Rev. Suzan McCrystal 
and Rev. Kelli McNeal. Your participation in this service- and in my formation- has 
been a true blessing! 

●	 Mark Sumner, Brandon Moss, Reiko Oda Lane, the UUSF Choir, and the Columbus 
Chalice Choir, who brought together the beautiful music for the service.

●	 The UUSF staff and First Columbus staff for all their tremendous work behind the 
scenes: Jonathan Silk, Suzy Bernahola, Andi Mocharski, Marian Garcia, UUSF 
sextons, Roberto Dela'o, Remigio Flood, Kelvin Jones, Thomas Brown and Facilities 
Manager Dan Barnard.

●	 Ben Bear for his expert catering leadership, Carrie Steere-Salazar and Judy Payne for 
the beautiful flowers, Julia Wald, John Buehrens, Gwen Buehrens, Vanessa Southern 
and Rohit Menezes for opening up your homes, and the many fabulous volunteers 
who supported the service and reception: Richard Davis, Katie Colpetzer, Kathleen 
Slobin, Shireen Malekafzali, Kelli Murray, John Meliska, Diane Allen, Kathleen 
Quenneville, Mary Jane Mikuriya, Sharon Weld, Judy Payne, Luanne Schulte, Julia 
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Marie Kazan-Komarek, Tim Pori, Sue Anthony, Matt Anderson, Shulee Ong, Eric 
Shackelford, Tom Brookshire and Jackson Munn. This would not have been possible 
without you. 

There are so many more of you who have supported me on the journey to this moment:
●	 The members, staff and friends of the First Unitarian Universalist Church of 

Columbus for nurturing me throughout my life and loving me into my ministry. 
●	 The members, staff and friends of the First Unitarian Universalist Society of San 

Francisco for trusting me, welcoming me into your community, and supporting me 
through my internship and to this day. 

●	 My amazing Internship Committee at UUSF: Richard Davis (chair), Mari Magaloni 
Ramos, John Meliska, Marie Kazan-Komarek, Amy Kelly, Luanne Schulte, and 
Alex Darr for your care, challenge and encouragement. 

●	 My internship supervisors Rev. Vanessa Southern and Rev. Alyson Jacks, for your 
heart, wisdom and tireless support. 

●	 The Faithful Fools, and especially Carmen Barsody, for reminding me to keep a mirror 
in my pocket and my feet on the streets. 

●	 Rev. Eric Meter, Rev. Marco Belletini Rev. Wendy Fish and so many wonderful 
religious educators who shaped me as a Unitarian Universalist.

●	 Formal and informal mentors throughout my formation: Rev. Pat de Jong, Rev. Mary 
Foran, Rev. Darcy Baxter, Rev. Suzan McCrystal, the Reverend William Feinberg, 
Rev. Dr. Sheri Prud’homme, Rev. Megan Visser, Rev. Lindi Ramsden, Rev. Tara 
Landers, Rev. Dr. Sofia Betancourt, and Rev. Micah Chieni Ma, whose ministries 
have supported me in living into my own.

●	 My CPE supervisors Rev. Carrie Buckner, BCC; Rev. Dr. Imani Jones, BCC; and Dr. 
Orin Newberry, BCC, for the skillful invitations to reflect and transform. 

●	 My CPE companions: Lani Wilson, Renae Earl, Nadia Tavera, Misty Lampshire, 
Aaron Portman, Jamar Turner, Collin Olen-Thomas, and Ethian Tippins, who have 
kept me connected, humble and growing. 

●	 All of the students, faculty, staff and board of Starr King School for the Ministry, for 
being my community of practice and formation.

●	 My beloved LFC cohort: Tovis Page, Sharon Weld and Kathryn Jay, for your counsel, 
humor and friendship.

●	 My wonderful family: my wife, Paige Kirstein, my parents, Deb and Mike McGuire; 
and all of my loving aunts, uncles, cousins and in-laws. 

●	 The beloveds whose memories are a continued blessing, especially my sister Kati, who 
made me the person that I am today. 

●	 The incredible friends who accompanied and supported me through this formation process- 
Melody, Abe, Yael, Jeannie, Dan, Vero, Adhamh, Courtney, Kate, Anna, Roxie, Doug.

●	 Countless other colleagues, friends and companions on the journey, beyond those listed 
here. I am grateful to each of you. 

Cover image includes details from the stoles 
created by Deb Baillieul and Laurel Sprigg in honor of this occasion.
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You are like no other being
What you can give no other can give
To the future of our precious children

To the future of the world where we live
REFRAIN

Hear the song of deep within you
Heed the song of peace in your heart

Spring’s new beginning will lead to harvest,
Love will guide us on our way.

REFRAIN








